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Mt. Macedon Primary School
ENGLISH POLICY
Purpose:
· To acquire language skills, which are essential for successful learning across the curriculum.  

· To integrate each aspect of language –listening, speaking, reading and writing, as well as striving to integrate all key learning areas, to give the greatest possible meaning to language.

· To encourage participation in the use of ICT (Information Communication Technology) to enhance students literacy skills. 

· To encourage all children to develop a diverse range of communication skills.
· To provide appropriate literature for all students. 

· To provide teaching and learning strategies for any students with special needs.

· To develop literacy competence to access information and express ideas and feelings.

· To enjoy and appreciate a wide variety of language experiences looking at a broad range of topics e.g. a wide range of books and materials, oral, written, multimedia and electronic texts, shared books, poetry and drama. 

Guidelines:
The teaching of language skills will be focused on the demonstrated needs of each child and in line with appropriate VELS (Victorian Essential Learning Standards) and the DEECD (Department of Education and Early Childhood Development) English Continuum located on the DEECD website. Teachers have been provided with professional development in elements of the Early Years and Middle Years Programs to further develop best practice in teaching and learning strategies.

Prep – 2

· The “Early Years Literacy” program is fully operational, including shared, guided and independent reading.  The teaching/learning strategies associated with the writing and speaking and listening components are included in classroom programs.
· Assessment for these grades will include: 

-Running records of Reading

-English On-Line Assessment as directed by the DEECD

- P.M Benchmarking of Reading using the Nelson Benchmarking Kits
- Marie Clay’s Observation Survey (Year 1) 
-WRAP (Writing and Reading Assessment Program by Ro Griffiths NZ)
-Dictation piece from ‘Spelling in Context’ by Margaret Peters & Brigid Smith.
Years 3 – 4

· Continuation and extension of the “Early Years Literacy” program is being undertaken.
· Students work through Writers and Readers workshop which caters for individual differences.
· Assessment for these grades will include: 

-DEECD testing, e.g. NAPLAN testing. 
-PROBE testing throughout the year.

-Dictation piece from ‘Spelling in Context’ by Margaret Peters & Brigid Smith.
- VCAA (Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority) On Demand Testing – adaptive and linear.
Years 5-6

· The Middle Years program is being undertaken.  
· Students work through Writer’s and Reader’s workshop which caters for individual differences.
· Assessment for these grades will include: 

-DEECD testing, e.g. NAPLAN testing. 
-PROBE testing throughout the year.

-Dictation piece from ‘Spelling in Context’ by Margaret Peters & Brigid Smith.
-On Demand Testing – adaptive and linear.
Implementation:
· Daily two-hour literacy block is operating in all classes (this may operate at different times during the week), ensuring that all aspects of English are covered, including Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening

· Appropriate resources will be purchased /catalogued to support this.  

· Class teachers will provide extra assistance for children with limited literacy skill development.  Some Year 1 students in this category will access Reading Recovery. 

· Interactive, multi media technology is available, as an important teaching/learning tool.

· Parent training programs will continue. E.g. “Classroom Helpers”. 
· A wide range of activities and experiences will be provided to cater for a diverse range of learning styles and abilities, including integrated students, talented students and autonomous learners.  

· It is recommended that parents/ guardians hear each child read at home regularly.  

Evaluation:
This policy will be reviewed with staff, student, parent and community input as part of the school’s three year review cycle.
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